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   So we gotta deal with this gospel cause Jesus is saying some things here, really 

unexpected things to hear it come out of His mouth and it’s one of my favorite 

parts of the gospel because He’s just being honest, but it might not mesh with the 

picture of who some want Jesus to be. I remember something from a retreat 

years ago a priest said God is so close you can’t avoid Him. God is so beyond us 

we can’t grab Him. Just when you think you figured Him out, He alludes you. Just 

when you give up on Him, He finds you. And I love that because it’s kinda saying 

we can’t pin Jesus down. We can’t create our own image of Him and then kind of 

live by that, we gotta let Him be who He is. So it’s like this gospel. Isn’t Jesus 

supposed to be the prince of peace? Here He says I haven’t come to establish 

peace but division. Isn’t He supposed to be somebody who is a man of 

reconciliation who brings people together and heals relationships? Now He says 

households are gonna be divided because of Me. So what’s going on? This isn’t 

the Jesus many know and love. But we gotta remember folks that Jesus never 

promoted this everybody needs to get along, peace at all costs attitude. Because 

we would be wrong to think of Jesus only as the good and gentle good shepherd 

cause He is that but He’s more than that. In fact I would challenge any one to read 

through one of the gospels and come away saying that Jesus was easy to get 

along with. Right, that He’s just a nice guy, super easy going, He makes everybody 

feel comfortable when they’re around Him. Compassionate, generous, concerned, 

loving, all of those things but a nice guy the way we think of it, no way. Sweet, 

harmless that’s not Him. He was uncompromising, demanding. Sometimes He 

could be a bit frightening. He says I’ve come to light a fire on the earth. I’ve come 

to bring division. But let’s start with what is this fire He has come to set. We gotta 

remember back to Pentecost, what happened that day? The disciples were 

scared, they’re alone, Jesus has ascended into Heaven and they’re locked behind 

closed doors. They’re not bringing the gospel out into the world and so Jesus has 

to send that Holy Spirit, that fire down upon them to fill their hearts so now they 

can go out. They can become convicted. God had set them on fire with the Holy 

Spirit, given them His power, and convicted them in the truth. And so what 

happens? They go out and just get along with everybody? Is that what happened, 

or did they tick a lot of people off when they preached the gospel? Some people 



got so upset and angry with them that they had to flee for their lives. Some of 

them were killed because of it. But true holiness is letting that fire of God burn 

within us so that we can go out as they did so we can overcome our fear, so that 

we can love even our enemies, so that we could live lives as faithful Catholics 

even as the world is pressuring us to give in to their values, so that we can speak 

the truth and endure people’s reaction to it even as we speak it in love. And to 

not become and remain that person, to not keep that fire of God burning and 

alive within us, it’s dangerous. Jesus even gives a warning to people who become 

lukewarm. Right, in the book of Revelation He says I will spew you out of my 

mouth. I don’t want anything to do with that person because the one thing that’s 

irreconcilable with the life and message of Jesus is blandness or indifference or 

complacency. When we allow that divine life He gave us to kinda cool off and die 

that’s what Jesus is opposed to because He wants us to be saints. He wants us to 

have that fire burning within us so much that our lives spark something in the 

people around us. So that they come to know Him through us. Okay so Jesus says 

here there is a baptism with which I must be baptized and how great is my 

anguish until it’s accomplished. And what He’s talking about there is going to the 

cross and dying. That’s what He wants to happen. It says His anguish is great until 

it’s accomplished. It’s an amazing thing for Him to say. This guy Fulton Sheen said 

Jesus Christ was the only person ever born for the purpose of dying. Why is that? 

Because it’s only through His baptism on the cross that God’s fire can be released 

into the world. So Jesus up there, it’s Him going to the limits of loneliness and 

forsakenness and anguish, suffering because He’s carrying with Him into those 

places that fire of divine love so that He went with his divine love to those places 

so that now even the greatest sinner, even the person who feels most abandoned 

and alone can be brought to life in Him. And when we come to life in that way, 

when we allow the fire of God’s love to grab our hearts and change us, you know 

what’s gonna happen? Some people are gonna find us annoying and divisive and 

that’s just the way it is. It’s not because we are against anybody or not. It’s not 

because we hate anybody, we don’t. But because the world without God is so 

backwards, it’s so I-centered, me-oriented that when God puts His divine fire 

within you, then you become the one who seems out of touch or backwards. 

Because you’re not in sync with the rest of the world anymore. And so those who 

speak the word of God to the world that has gone crazy, sometimes we’re the 

ones who seem insane or dangerous with that message. But remember nowhere 



in the Bible are the bearers of God’s message guaranteed that they’re gonna get 

along with everybody. Right, let’s look at Jeremiah today; they’re ready to kill him. 

They throw him in this cistern, and they leave him there as he’s sinking down into 

the mud. Well, why do they do that? Well because everybody around him started 

to call sin virtue. They started to say well maybe God has changed His mind on 

this or that. And Jeremiah wasn’t listening to the crowd saying what was true, 

what they decided what was right or wrong, God had his ear and said say this to 

the people. And the people hated him for it. And so we start to see that pattern in 

their lives and maybe in our own lives that if I’m unwilling to divide God’s truth, if 

I want to live it to the fullest then I’m gonna find myself divided from some 

people who don’t wanna do that. So division is gonna happen it’s just a matter of 

where it happens. Does it happen within me where I don’t live a life of integrity? 

Or maybe with some people who want to divide themselves from me? And think 

about that for today, what would happen if we consistently and publicly spoke 

the word of God to our culture in its fullness? Like if you spoke against abortion 

and euthanasia and materialism and racism, against so called same sex marriage, 

against the transgender issue, against secularism. What would happen if you 

spoke the full range of Catholic social and moral teaching? You know someone 

who did that was Mother Teresa, she’s a saint now. But Mother Teresa she was 

loved by Catholics and non-Catholics alike wasn’t she because she gave of herself 

so completely. She wasn’t someone who said one thing and did another, she had 

integrity. Well back in the 90’s Mother Teresa, she was invited to come to 

Washington DC and receive this award for all the great work that she had done 

with the poor throughout her life. And so all of Washington from the president on 

down were there at this event in the evening because who wants to miss an 

opportunity to meet Mother Teresa? And so they give her her award, this little 

five-foot nothing nun from Algeria walks on stage and she’s very elderly at this 

point, wrinkles on her face but just beaming with God’s love because she’s filled 

with that divine fire. And so everybody stands, and everybody applauds her. She 

goes to the podium; everyone is still cheering. It lasts minutes. Finally they quiet 

down and everyone sits, and they listen to her. And she says thank you for this 

and then proceeds to talk to them about the evil of abortion as part of the overall 

culture of death. And you can just see the politicians are beginning to squirm in 

their seats because here is a righteous person if there ever was one, Mother 

Teresa, and she’s speaking God’s word, lovingly I might add, but it was to people 



who didn’t want to receive it, people who wanted to divide the truth. And Mother 

Teresa knew that for her to be faithful for Jesus she couldn’t divide truth. She was 

being given this award for her work with the poor and she was talking to them 

about her work for the poorest of the poor. And I know some people were 

thinking why doesn’t she just say thank you and sit down, this is really 

uncomfortable. So they were more than happy to honor her for her work with the 

poor as they defined it with the sick and dying but when she began speaking the 

fullness of God’s truth about the poorest of the poor even though she did it with 

great love, that can be a difficult truth to hear. But she was burning with that 

divine fire. She couldn’t keep it within herself. Many people listening rejected it, 

and she created division not because she wanted to, far from it, but because she 

wanted to bring them Jesus and His way of life. And she was setting the world on 

fire with divine love. So when we speak the truth and love, again it always has to 

be done in love, many people reject that. But you’re in good company because 

the same thing happened to Jesus. And so when Jesus says today I’ve come not 

for peace but for division, households will be divided because of Me, this is what 

He’s talking about. And we who live that kind of life we are gonna have the same 

effect He did. That’s okay. I’d rather stand with Jesus and the saints than the 

world. To love as Jesus loves it implies this passionate opposition to the evil that 

we see is happening in another person. To be for something we gotta be opposed 

to another thing. If you’re not opposed to anything your not for anything either. 

And so someone can say I just get along with everybody. Okay I would ask that 

person okay why are you keeping you’re convictions secret? To stand for what’s 

right, to stand for the word of God and our Catholic faith you can’t be afraid to be 

treated like Jeremiah was or like Mother Teresa, even like Jesus Himself. Because 

while we’re always compassionate and forgiving and loving and gentle – all those 

things to all people just like our Lord was, we’re also called to be uncompromising 

when it comes to the truth just like Him. He wasn’t afraid of confrontation or 

division. So let’s pray that we can live every day of our lives with God’s divine fire 

burning within us so that we can be like the saints who came before us living lives 

of integrity.  

Amen 


